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The Christmas Party

Garold Murray with Mariko Uzuka
and Junko Otoshi
The Okadai Union Christmas Party was one of
the best events that I have attended in my
fifteen years in Japan. It was held on a cold

winter night, but inside the restaurant the
atmosphere was warm and lively. My two
Japanese colleagues and I were newcomers — it
was our first time to attend a Union event.
When we arrived (a little late), there were few
places at the tables. However, union members —
people we did not know — were quick to find
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space for us and to make us feel welcome.
Members were friendly, and over food and
drink we could enjoy getting to know new
people. The highlight of the evening came near
the end when the Union choir sang a medley of
Christmas Their
performance was beautiful and moving. And,

and Japanese songs.

just when we thought the evening was drawing
to a close, there were presents for everybody!
Warm hearts, beautiful music, food, drink, and
unexpected gifts combined to create an evening
that captured the joy, goodwill and hope of the
Season.
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