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The University of Rhode Island, Whittier College,

Williams College, Bethany College in West Virginia,

Berea College, the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Johns Hopkins University, New
College of Florida, Calvin College, Augustana
College (Illinois) Gustavus Adolphus College,
Linfield College, Luther College,[26] Oberlin
College, Middlebury College, Erskine College,
University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Eckerd
College, Wofford College, Austin College, Saint
Olaf College, Samford University, Hofstra
University, University of Delaware, Saint Mary's
College of California, Colby College, Chapman
University, Elon University, Pacific University,
Pacific Lutheran University
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Union College, California Institute of Technology,
Carleton College, Knox College (lllinois),
Augustana College (lllinois), Lawrence University,
and the United States Merchant Marine Academy
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This year was my first Okayama University
union Christmas party. I had a very good time
and enjoyed the delicious food. In addition, I was
also very entertained by the interesting dancing
and the chorus singing. The songs they sang were
very nostalgic for me. I also had the chance to
meet and talk with many people from other
departments. I look forward to working with the

union and wish everyone a prosperous and
healthy New Year. Thank you! (A—+> %1 %)
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My wife and I went to the union’s Bonenkai last
We had
a hard time finding the venue, as it doesn’t look

Saturday and really enjoyed ourselves.

like a bar or restaurant from the outside. Once
inside, though, we went upstairs past display
cases holding beautiful silver jewelry boxes and
knick-knacks, then stepped into a room with more
beautiful cases holding many pottery sake cups.
It was impressive.

We arrived about ten minutes late, so the
ceremonies had already started. The ladies who
met us at the door were very kind in welcoming
us and helping us to our seats. My Japanese is
terrible, so I couldn’t understand what people
were saying, but I enjoyed watching because of
the laughter the speaker received. There were
two or three short speeches while the drinks were
served and a hearty “kanpai” followed.

The food was really wonderful, we especially
enjoyed the kabu no chawamushi, the carpaccio
and the hari hari salad. I ate too much, I hope the
union will forgive me. I think my wife put some
carpaccio in her purse, so again, I apologize. Just
kidding. The food was really delicious.

Near the end of the meal a group of singers
came up and sang several songs. We were
surprised to see the ladies who helped welcome us
were part of the singing group, and the group
sounded wonderful!! My wife really enjoyed
“Furusato,” and “Chisai Aki Mitsuketa,” and I
loved “White Christmas,” and “Deck the Halls.”
Makiho also loved the way that the words were
changed for “Kumiai no Uta.” We also were very
happy to get one of the nice gifts that everyone
received. We thought about taking a bottle of wine
but settled on some smaller packages that turned
out to be delicious cookies.

The best part of the evening, though, was the
positive attitude everyone had. We really had a
great time and were happy to meet so many
kind people. We had a blast. Thanks to the
union for everything!! (BR—hT7I7 1)
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